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From The Huge Silence by Gordon Parks
The prairie is still in me,
in my talk and manners.

I still sniff the air for rain or snow,
know the loneliness of night,

and distrust the wind
when things get too quiet.
Having been away so long

and changed my face so often,
I sometimes suspect that this place

no longer recognizes me—
despite these cowboy boots,

this western hat and
my father’s mustache that I wear.

To this place I must seem
like wood from a different forest,

and as secretive as black loam.
This earth breathes uneasily under my boots.

Their odor of city asphalt
doesn’t mix well with the clean smell
of wild alfalfa and purple lovegrass.

It puzzles me that I live so far away
from our old clapboard house

where, in oak tree shade,
I used to sit and dream

of what I wanted to become.
I always return here weary,
but to draw strength from

This huge silence that surrounds me,
knowing now that all I thought

was dead here is still alive,
that there is warmth here—

even when the wind blows hard and cold.
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Prelude
Air—Bach

Sinfonia—Bach
Largo—Handel

Adagio in G minor, Albinoni
Organist, Greg Turner

Bonnie George, violin; Olivia Turner, violin
James Beltz, viola; Greta Adams, cello

Processional
“Hymn,” Gordon Parks

Opening Words
Pastor Christopher Culbreth

Hymn
“Joyful, Joyful” # 464 — Beethoven

Remembrances
Avery Brooks

Alain Brouillaud
Kurt Baker

Music
“The House I Live In” — Robert Nelson

Pianist: Ronda Bailey; Words-Millard Lampell, Music-Earl Robinson

Remembrances
Jill Warford

Katie Strickler

Music
“Theme from The Learning Tree” — Avery Brooks

Words and Music by Gordon Parks

Remembrances
Ken Lunt

Charles McAfee
David Parks

Service under the direction of Konantz-Cheney Funeral Home, Fort Scott

Tribute from the State of Kansas

Governor Kathleen Sebelius

Prayers and Closing Words

Pastor Culbreth

Reading from “The Huge Silence” by Gordon Parks

Toni Parks

Benediction

Pastor Culbreth

Postlude

Toccata on O ‘Worship the King’—Penfield

Recessional

Postlude on ‘Lauda Anima’—Schaffner
Voluntary—Stubley

Pallbearers

David Parks
Gordon Parks III
Alain Brouillaud

Charles Parks
Dr. Richard Piper
Dr. Gordon Piper

Interment

Evergreen Cemetery
Fort Scott, Kansas

(Private Family Service)


